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climates, where the gutters and down pipes freeze, and
fairly constant upkeep is involved.

The modern plan must make the best use of space, which
is the real problem of planning. The space should prefer
ably be physical; but also, if possible, it should be suggested
even when it is not actually present.

To utilise space on congested sites in a logical way, those
parts of the house which are most in use should occupy the
best locations, on outside walls. Every single element
which does not demand an external position might be
concentrated in the least attractive parts of the plan,
that is to say in the central unlit spaces. Elements
which might be placed in the unlit spaces are bath-
rooms, lavatories, cupboards and storage spaces, and pos-
sibly staircases, for all of which top lighting might be
arranged (Fig. 25, page 63).

To the staircase is usually conceded at least one external
wall and a considerable amount of space. But with flat
roofs the staircase might be placed in the kernel of the house,
for it can then be very effectively top-lighted. Also, -the
resources of the spiral stair as a space-saver have not been
generally explored, except by some of the modernists on the
Continent. A generous spiral makes quite a practicable
stair, and nowadays people are well accustomed to them in
tube staircases. The type of staircase preferred is, after all,
largely a matter of custom. The steep Dutch staircase has
been negotiated by thousands of young children and old
people in Holland, although at first sight it frightens the
English visitor. But the same Englishman makes no real
difficulties about ascending a 2' 9" staircase, all * winders/
in an old house.

As regards internal bathrooms and lavatories in private